
NEW CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS TO WATCH APPLICATION ADDENDUM 

 

California Schools to Watch Addendum for 2021: 

New Designation Schools 
This document serves to address California-specific information that is not 

included on the National Forum’s common application. 

 

 

 

Note: This document is part of your submission for Schools to Watch 2021 

Please: 

1. Sign and date on page 5 (digital signatures accepted), and then save.  

2. In your PDF software, or through printing and scanning, layer this signed Addendum PDF on 

top of your California Dashboard PDF (see page 3) and combine into one PDF document titled 

for your school: “XYZMiddleSchoolCAaddendum2021.”  

3. Email the combined PDF to stw@leagueofschools.org by October 10, 2020. 

 

 

Program Management 

The California Schools to Watch (CA-STW) Program is run by: 

 

 

Lead Agencies 

· California Department of Education (CDE) 

· California League of Schools (CLS) 

  

 

Program Partners 

· California Middle Grades Alliance, a partnership of the lead agencies noted above (CLS 

and CDE) plus Association of California School Administrators (ACSA), Advancement Via 

Individual Determination (AVID), Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee (CISC) of 

California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA), California 

Middle Grades Partnership Network (CMGPN), California School Boards Association (CSBA), 

California Teachers Association (CTA), and Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for 

Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) 

· National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform 
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State Directors 

Scott Steele, Director, California Schools to Watch 

Katie Sandberg, Co-Director, California Schools to Watch 

 

Contact Scott and Katie at California League of Schools:  

stw@leagueofschools.org or (800) 326-1880 

 

 

Purpose 

Each year, the CA-STW program seeks to designate diverse, high performing, high impact 

middle schools as comprehensive models from which other schools can learn and be inspired. 

Program specifics and school profiles are available at www.leagueofschools.org. 

 

 

Selection Criteria 

CA-STW is not simply a recognition program; CA-STW is a network of schools serving as models 

and mentors for others. While many schools meet the minimum eligibility criteria, not all 

schools that apply will be selected for visitation and/or designation. However, all applicants are 

invited to network with CA-STW schools, with the goal of one day being named a model school. 
 

 

State-Specific Eligibility Requirements 

● K-8 schools with distinct middle-level programs are eligible. 

● Public charter schools are eligible. 

● All eligible schools, whether middle schools or K-8 schools, traditional schools or public 

charter schools, must satisfy the following requirements: 

State and Federal Monitoring: Schools are not being state or DOJ monitored and do not 

have any unanswered or ongoing civil rights violations. 

Replicability: School programs need to be replicable by other schools with varying 

student populations. 
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California School Dashboard Data 

To make the program relevant to California schools, we ask that you use Dashboard data for the 

national, common application where possible, plus share it with your state directors. Please: 

● Go to the California School Dashboard (www.caschooldashboard.org)  
● Locate the page for your school 

● Click the "Generate PDF Report" button 

● Select "All Reports for [School Name]"  

● Click the "Generate PDF" button  

● Save the PDF.  

● Attach the Dashboard PDF following this addendum as explained on page 1. 

 

 

 

Timeline 

October 10, 2020  –  Submit all application materials for initial designation 

November 10, 2020  –  Application feedback provided 

November-January, 2020 – As soon as schools are approved to open from the pandemic per the 

governor’s orders, a site visit will be scheduled if application was approved by readers 

February 1, 2020  –  Initial designation decisions announced 

March 4-6, 2021 – Celebrate California School to Watch status in Sacramento, CA 

April-June, 2021 – Hold a California School to Watch celebration day at your site 

June 2021 – Celebrate National School to Watch status in Washington, DC  
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Memorandum of Understanding  
 

We understand that if our application is approved by readers, the CA-STW committee will 

conduct a site visit to the school, and we agree to host such a visit. If, following the visit, we are 

selected as a California School to Watch:  

 

▪ A validation team may visit the school in order to gather further information for a case study, 

such as written, photographic and/or videotaped documentation.  

 

▪ Visits from other educators and media publicity will result. Our site will gladly serve as 

mentors and collaborators in a network of middle-level practitioners, share our knowledge and 

experience with others for a period of three years, and document mentorship experiences.  

 

▪ I/we give permission to the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform, California 

League of Schools, and the California Schools to Watch program to publish our information and 

images.  

 

▪ I/we recognize that state and national program participation are integral parts of becoming a 

School to Watch, and agree to the following:  

 

● Become an official CA-STW member by purchasing an annual CLS Schools to 

Watch membership. 

 

● Attend the CMGA CA-STW Luncheon Celebrating District Governance, 

Sacramento, CA, March 4, 2021 (state recognition: superintendent, school board, 

and site team members purchase tickets). 

 

● Attend the CLS Middle Level Conference, Sacramento, CA, March 4-6, 2021 (state 

recognition; site team members purchase tickets; special offers of buy 2/get 2 

free, then buy 1/get 1 free for as many tickets as desired; minimum 2 ticket 

purchases required). 

 

● Hold a California School to Watch celebration event, either at our school site if 

the pandemic allows or virtually if necessary, March-June, 2021 (state 

recognition). 

 

● Attend the National Schools to Watch™ Conference, Washington, D.C., June 2021 

(national recognition).  
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Memorandum of Understanding (cont’d) 

 

 
▪ In addition, I/we will:  

 

● Serve as member(s) of the CA-STW State Committee for three years (activities 

include reading applications, visiting potential CA-STW sites, coaching future 

applicants, etc.). 

 

● Agree to notify the State Schools to Watch Director if there is a change of 

principal leadership so the new principal can take CA-STW training at the earliest 

opportunity to fulfill their obligations. If for some reason STW participation is no 

longer desired, a letter will be provided to the state director signed by the 

superintendent and a school board representative requesting withdrawal from 

the program.  

 

▪ We certify that the school is not currently being monitored for improvement by the State of 

California, the Office of Civil Rights does not have outstanding findings of civil rights statute 

violations by the school or district, and  there are no pending Department of Justice lawsuits 

against the district.  

 

 

Principal’s Signature: Date:  

 

Superintendent/Designee Signature:  Date: 

 

School Name:  

 

District Name: 
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